[image: ]		Town of Middleton
182 Kings Highway, Middleton, New Hampshire 03887





CONSERVATION COMMISSION

May 12, 2026 – Old Town Hall 
Meeting opened at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Jim Keegan
Members Present: Jim Keegan, Chair (2027); Tracy Donovan‑Laviolette, Vice‑Chair (2029); Kate Buzard, Clerk (2028)
Officer Elections: On a motion by Jim and seconded by Tracy, the following officers were elected for one‑year terms: Chair: Jim Keegan Vice‑Chair: Tracy Donovan‑Laviolette Clerk: Kate Buzard Motion passed unanimously.
Dalton Mountain Forestry – Town Forest Management Plan
Jim distributed the Town Forest Management Plan – Middleton Town Forest Parcels, April 2026.
On a motion by Jim and seconded by Tracy, the Commission approved payment of $6,500.00 from the Conservation Fund to the Town Treasurer. Upon payment, the Commission will receive an electronic copy. Motion passed unanimously.
Memberships On a motion by Tracy and seconded by Jim, the Commission approved annual memberships to:
· Society for the Protection of NH Forests – $125.00
· Southeast Land Trust – $75.00
Motion passed unanimously.
Theresa Mullen – Map 21 Lot 12 (0.074 acres)
The Commission discussed the pending inquiry regarding donation of land on New Portsmouth Road. A follow‑up letter will be sent to confirm her continued interest and outline the donation process.
Laptop Purchase Kate reported she contacted the Board of Selectmen regarding the status of the laptop purchase and expects a response shortly.
Financial Report: Conservation Fund: $79,188.06; Milfoil Donations: $3,250.00; SLWAC Donations$1,300.00
Expendable Trust Fund: $10,000.00Annual Budget: $2,521.01
Commission‑Branded Materials
The Commission discussed possible purchases such as shirts or thermoses to improve public visibility and clear identification of members during field work, site visits, and community outreach.
VLAP – E. coli Testing Update
John Mullen forwarded notice from Alyssa N. Daigle, Volunteer Lake Assessment Program Coordinator, NHDES Water Division – Watershed Management Bureau, stating that VLAP E. coli testing will not occur this summer due to staffing shortages at the Public Health Water Analysis Laboratory. Outside laboratories were recommended. Contact: Alyssa.N.Daigle@des.nh.gov | (603) 271‑2658]
Town Forest – Signage Concern (Map 26 Lot 33)
Jim reported misleading signs indicating public access is not permitted along the road to the Town Forest, where access IS permitted. The Commission will conduct a field visit to review the situation.
Cocheco River Local Advisory Committee
A walk to the headwaters is scheduled for Saturday, May 23, 2026, from 9:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m., beginning at Marsh Pond/Perry Pond and continuing to Middleton Road. RSVP by May 22 to lunar.look34@gmail.com.
Adjournment
At 8:20 p.m., on a motion by Tracy and seconded by Jim, the meeting was unanimously adjourned.
The next meeting will be held on June 9, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
Kate Buzard
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